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LIVING TOGETHER WELL IN
TWO DIFFERENT WORLDS

BY TOM DOVE

ailors who carry a folding multi-
tool on their belts will tell you
that they do so for safety reasons
and also because there’s great
value in versatility. They know that even
though they may not be carrying the per-
fect tool for a job, they have something
that can do a variety of jobs pretty well.
Jeanneau’s Sun Odyssey’s DS series is rath-
er like that.
1f you were custom-building a yacht to
sail across oceans and had a large bud-
get, you might think about a boat that’s
a little different from this one. If you had
several children, for example, you might
want to change the cabin layout to suit
the needs of your flock. If you wanted to
put the boat into charter, there are any
number of yachts this size that can sleep
more people. But if you want to do most
or all of these things well and aren't fo-
cused on getting perfection in these very

narrow zones, the new Jeanneau Sun Od-
yssey 50DS is darned hard to beat.

The owners of this yacht, the first 50DS
in the U.S., typify this need for versatility.
The couple has a 37-foot sloop that they
love dearly and sail on the Chesapeake
during the summer months. They also
have plans to do some long-range cruis-
ing in the future, either by themselves or
with occasional guests. To put the plan
into gear, they bought this yacht and will
put it into charter in the Caribbean for
several years. For them a charter program
means the yacht will help to pay its own
way. It will also provide a great winter va-
cation while both of them are still work-
ing full time. After they retire, they will
outfit the yacht for that extended adven-
ture and head out over the horizon.

They've done a lot of research, and
they believe this yacht will suit them
well. Its construction is sound, and its

If you appreciate style and
» | substance, there’s plenty of both
aboard this exciting new design

an easy-to-sail vessel with an electrically
assisted sailplan, a lot of entertainment
space, and a cleverly designed convert-
ible interior. Because Jeanneau has been
involved in the charter business for many
years, the company knows what it takes
for a yacht to survive in that demanding
environment and also appeal to its own
customers. Another builder specialty is to
create yachts that are fun to sail but also
produce a good turn of speed with mini-
mal effort.

Traditionalists tend to favor heavy,
sturdy floating lifeboats for voyaging,
but there are any number of contempo-
rary skippers who have the same cruis-
ing criteria but are attracted to lighter
and faster catamarans. Each boat type, of
course, has advantages that sailors can ar-
gue about for as long as there is time to
discuss the matter. In fact, this yacht fits
nicely between design extremes. It’s nei-
ther a bouncy skimmer that flits across
the waves nor a bricklike platform that is
forever plowing through them.

While the yachts features are opti-
mized for coastal cruising, it is quite ca-
pable of crossing an ocean. Moderately
light displacement helps make it fast in
light winds, while the sturdy construc-
tion makes it capable of getting to the
next port in fine style no matter what the
weather.
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And it turns out that many of the qual-
ities that make a good charter yacht are
also good for shorthanded voyagers. For
example, the two Harken electric genoa
winches mounted near the helm station
are all that's needed for any headsail. Un-
der way, | found that I could sit comfort-
ably near the lee rail and turn the wheel
with two fingers of one hand while 1
pushed a button to trim the jib with just
one finger on the other hand. Thats a
luxury worth savoring no matter whether
youre charter-cruising for a week in the
islands or doing some summer sailing on
Chesapeake Bay with the family.

The numerous ondeck stowage spac-
es will work well for either chartering or
cruising. In addition to the big lazaret,
there’s a huge sail locker forward that will
devour fenders, sails, awnings, and any
other bulky lightweight items that might
need to be stowed. There’s no doubt that
this will be a great hiding place for chil-
dren when the yacht is safely at anchor.

The yacht has, as standard equipment,
a furling genoa and a Quantum battenless
mainsail set on a Facnor in-mast furler.
The hollow-leeched main is one of those
compromises that trade some boatspeed
for a lot of convenience. But during my
test sail on Chesapeake Bay last fall, we
slid along at half the true-wind speed and
had no problem tacking easily through 90
degrees despite light-air conditions and
the small mainsail.

The standard 140 percent genoa is
also on a roller-furler. The obvious advan-
tage of the simplicity of this rig for charter
service translates nicely into easy sailing
by a normal-strength couple when it is in
private ownership. For those who prefer
higher performance, the company offers
a standard slab-reefed main with a full-
roach leech.

Performance was impressive under pow-
er. This yacht was equipped with an op-
tional 100-horsepower diesel that could
drive it to hull speed with a bit of throttle to
spare. At 2,800 RPM we cruised at 8.6
knots; the standard 75-horsepower version
would be good enough for most sailors.
The turning circle was just under one boat-
length, and backing down in reverse was
straightforward and without drama. The
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way the boat handled would allow me to
dock it, in those calm conditions, in a slip
using just the engine. But the optional bow
thruster is a convenience that will reduce
docking anxiety in a stiff crosswind.

Jeanneau’s careful refinements of the
Deck Saloon layout have caught on with
its customers. Although the company has
built DS models as small as 39 feet, the
design approach really comes into its own
when the yacht is 50 feet or larger. Then
the raised sole amidships opens up the
primary living spaces while providing us-
able stowage beneath, even when the hull
form is relatively shallow, as this one is.

If you miss the lack of countertop
space in today’s electronics-filled nav sta-
tions, the space on this yacht will make
you happy. The nav table itself holds ei-
ther a chartbook or a folded paper chart;
there’s also an expansive countertop ahead
of it where you can spread out documents
or books and even share them with an-
other person on the settee. There’s also
space for a flat-screen monitor/TV behind
the nav seat, and the chartplotter is out at
the helm where it belongs. Nice.

The builder offers a choice of three
interior layouts: owners cabin aft with a
double berth forward (best for two cou-

Construction
Hull is solid hand-laid fiberglass with ISO
gelcoat and vinylester resin in the top
barrier coat. Deck is hand laid with balsa
core and interior fiberglass liner. Reinforced
internal fiberglass grid handles hull and
rig loads. Interior joinery is teak-laminated
panels. Robotic cutters create all the
wooden interior parts, and the resulting fit
and interior finish is excellent.
49!5"
43'1"
14/9”
(deep/shoal) 7'9"/7'1"
29,527 Ibs
(deep/shoal) 8,026/8,269 Ibs
1,015 sq ft (100% foretriangle)

Yanmar 75-hp diesel

63 gal
162 gal
34 gal
house, 330 aH; start, 110 aH
17.05
164.77

$348,000: sailaway price (FOB
Annapolis, MD) includes sails, ground tackle,
basic electronics, teak seats and toerails.
A total of $450,000 will bring it up to the
cruising standard of the yacht we tested.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY PIP HURN
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ples), two doubles aft with two doubles
forward (charter layout), and the owner’s
cabin aft with a convertible single/double
cabin forward. The latter is the one I sailed,
and I think it is the most versatile of the
choices. All three have the same deck-sa-
loon configuration, including well-placed
(and well-concealed) grabrails that even
shorter sailors can reach.

The forward cabin is convertible in
that its exceptionally wide berth can be
divided amidships with a plywood parti-
tion. When the partition is in place, extra
cushions will fit on drop-leaf shelves to
create two double berths
measuring 6 feet, 9 inches
by 4 feet, 9 inches.

Dividing the bed also
splits the entire stateroom.
Since each half of the total
space has its own head and
shower and its own pas-
sageway to the raised sa-
loon, you can have either
two normal-size cabins or
one immense one. That
said, the plywood partition
is relatively thin, so the
couples in these adjoining cabins would
be able to hear everything that’s going on
next door. The thicker bulkhead that is
part of the four-cabin charter version pro-
vides more privacy, but it doesn’t have the
flexibility that comes with this approach.

Jeanneau builds all its auxiliary sys-
tems very carefully. All the plumbing is
of high quality, well-secured and double-
clamped even where construction codes
do not require it. The holding tanks are
above the waterline and located where
they can drain naturally when sailing off-
shore. That feature simplifies the plumb-
ing a lot even as it increases reliability.
Gravity never clogs.

The engine installation is typical for
a modern production yacht of this size.
The companionway steps lift up to ex-
pose the front of the engine, and access
panels on the front and sides of the com-
partment make it easy to change filters
or fiddle with the fuel lines. All that has
to be done to expose the drive shaft and
stern gland is to lift a floor in the aft cab-
in. The standard prop is a fixed three-
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blader, and that’ certainly a good choice
for charter service. Many private owners,
however, would prefer the better sailing
efficiency that comes with a feathering or
folding prop.

The main electrical panel looks very
simple for a system this size, but a closer
look reveals that each button will bring
up a selection of choices. Now that we’ve
become accustomed to mobile phones
and iPods, a button is a familiar way to
help simplify a display but not lose any of
the numerous functions.

Menu-driven panels are likely to be-
come more commonplace as builders be-
gin to move toward linear wiring plans
with  microprocessor-equipped  smart
nodes attached to a central electrical bus
that runs the length of the vessel. The auto
industry has been wiring cars this way for
several years because it reduces building
costs and simplifies both troubleshooting
and adding accessories later.

Converting to full-time cruising and
voyaging on this yacht will require only
the usual upgrades to any high-quali-

There’s room for everyone
around the settee table. The sail

ty cruiser of this size. Among the need-
ed items are lee cloths, cabin-sole latch-
es, a watermaker, a life raft, jacklines, a
ditch bag, and the usual personal safety
gear. On this yacht the stowage area for
the life raft allows the raft to be launched
through the transom. While Jeanneau has
earned a reputation for the integrity of its
rigs and hulls over many ocean miles, it’s
always better to be prepared.

While my test sail was in flat water
and light air, I'd expect this big Jeanneau
to behave much like its smaller siblings
do when the wind and seas build. The
hull form is driven easily, and it is fast; an
initial tenderness tends to become stiffer
when the yacht heels a bit. The fine entry
and long waterline slices easily through
wakes, and that’s a good sign that the bow
sections should also handle the natural
waves of choppy bays and sounds and
produce a smooth ride.

There’s one more thing, and that is
the price. The owners told me that they
hadn't originally planned to buy a bigger
yacht so soon, but when the low cost and
charter-leaseback arrangement was put
on the table, they concluded the deal was
too good to pass up. &

Tom Dove has been sailing for more than
half a century and writing about it for over
20 years. When he’s not exploring new
technology or testing boats, he sails his
Ranger 33, Crescendo, on Chesapeake
Bay and beyond.
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